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vengeance. The request of the Association was very moderate and reason-
able and was calculated to assist the Government and to save expense.
And yet, because it might be called yielding to the wishes of the British
Indian Association, a flat refusal was given. It will be interesting if a mem-
ber were to ask the question at the next sitting of the Legislative Council
as to why the Commission was persisted in in spite of the bringing of the
test case; or, was it that the Government felt absolutely certain of a
victory over the Indians?
Indian Opinion, 21-54904
156. LETTER TO MM, BltOWMGGRtiW
25 & 26 COURT CHAMBERS,
RISSIK STREET,
JOHANNESBURG,
May 23, 1904
TO
SIR MANCHERJEB BIIOWNAOGRKE, M.P.
196 CROMWELL ROAD
LONDON, ENGLAND
DEAR SIR,
His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor,, Sir Arthur Lawlcy, while
passing through Heidelberg, in reply to an Indian deputation which
presented His Excellency last week with an address2, said in effect that
the liberty of the Indian to trade unrestricted in virtue of the decision
in the test case will not be tolerated and that Mr, Lyttclton has already
been approached with a view to sanctioning legislation in the desired
direction.
The position of the Indian as defined in Law 3 of 1885 as amended
in 1886 and interpreted in the light of the test case is this:
(1)    An Indian can immigrate into the Colony without restriction,
(2)    He can trade anywhere he likes in the Colony. Locations may
be set apart for him but the law cannot force him to reside only
in Locations, as there is no sanction provided in the law for it,
(3)    He cannot become a burgher.
(4)    He cannot own landed property except in Locations*
(5)    He must pay a registration fee of ^3 on entering the Colony*
With the exception* therefore, of the prohibition as to holding landed
property, even in virtue of the above law the condition of the Indian is
now not altogether precarious.
Freedom to immigrate, however has been almost absolutely taken
away by making what is, after all, an unjust use of the Peace Preservation
1  A copy of the letter was forwarded to the Colonial Office by Bhownaggrcc.   India,
in its issue of 1-7-1904, published the text as from its correspondent*
2  Vide "Address to Lieutmant-Governot** May 18, 1904,